~

-
2
S5
v
5
i
7

m.“
‘;—<‘
¥
Y
Q“ g’
D
MINISTRY

COMMUNICATIONS AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Private Bag X860, PRETORIA, 0001 —iParioli Office Park, 1166 Park, Hatfield, PRETORIA Tel: +27 12 427 8000 — Email:
Media@DCDT.gov.za URL: www.dcdt.gov.za

STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES,
HON MONDLI GUNGUBELE ON THE PURPORTED
GOVERNMENT BLOCK OF STARLINK

TO: ALL MEDIA

DATE OF ISSUE: 21 APRIL 2023

The Minister of Communications and Digital Technologies, Hon Mondli Gungubele has noted reports
from various news outlets attributed to some opposition party that government is blocking the operation
of a satellite internet service company, Starlink owned by the global business magnate and investor
Elon Musk.

The Department wishes to place it on record that in order to operate an electronic communications
network such as satellite to offer a service in South Africa, an individual Electronic Communications
Network Service (iIECNS) license and an individual Electronic Communications Service (iECS) license
that are used in conjunction with a Radio Frequency Spectrum license are a requirement. These are
obtainable on application from the Independent Communications Authority of South Africa (ICASA). The
Minister wishes to state categorically that the custodian of the licensing process is the Authority,
(ICASA).

The Authority has advised the Minister that such applications have not been received from Starlink to
date. It is therefore not true that government is blocking the operation of Starlink in South Africa. Any
interested party wishing to apply for a license, including Starlink, may through appropriate channels,
approach the Authority with its application and comply with the prevailing legislation in the country.

Issued by the Ministry of Communications and Digital Technologies
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